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A Matter of Stewardship

Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein
the Son of man cometh. For the kingdom of heaven is as a man
travelling into a far country, who called his own servants, and
delivered unto them his goods. And unto one he gave five talents, to
another two, and to another one; to every man according to his several
ability; and straightway took his journey. Then he that had received
the five talents went and traded with the same, and made them other
five talents. And likewise he that had received two, he also gained
other two. But he that had received one went and digged in the
earth, and hid his lord's money. After a long time the lord of those
servants cometh, and reckoneth with them. And so he that had
received five talents came and brought other five talents, saying,
Lord, thou deliveredst unto me five talents: behold, I have gained
beside them five talents more. His lord said unto him, Well done,
thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few
things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy
of thy lord. He also that had received two talents came and said,
Lord, thou deliveredst unto me two talents: behold, I have gained two
other talents beside them. His lord said unto him, Well done, good
and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will
make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.
Then he which had received the one talent came and said, Lord, I
knew thee that thou art an hard man, reaping where thou hast not
sown, and gathering where thou hast not strawed: And I was afraid,
and went and hid thy talent in the earth: lo, there thou hast that is
thine. His lord answered and said unto him, Thou wicked and slothful
servant, thou knewest that I reap where I sowed not, and gather
where I have not strawed: Thou oughtest therefore to have put my
money to the exchangers, and then at my coming I should have
received mine own with usury. Take therefore the talent from him,
and give it unto him which hath ten talents. For unto every one that
hath shall be given, and he shall have abundance: but from him that
hath not shall be taken away even that which he hath. And cast ye



the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be weeping
and gnashing of teeth. When the Son of man shall come in his glory,
and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of
his glory: And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall
separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep
from the goats: And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the
goats on the left. Then shall the King say unto them on his right
hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared
for you from the foundation of the world: For I was an hungred, and
ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a
stranger, and ye took me in: Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick,
and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me. Then shall
the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred,
and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink? When saw we thee a
stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee? Or when saw
we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee? And the King shall
answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have
done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it
unto me. Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart
from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and
his angels: For I was an hungred, and ye gave me no meat: I was
thirsty, and ye gave me no drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me
not in: naked, and ye clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited
me not. Then shall they also answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we
thee an hungred, or athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in
prison, and did not minister unto thee? Then shall he answer them,
saying, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the
least of these, ye did it not to me. And these shall go away into
everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal. (Matt.
25.13-46)

And he said unto them that stood by, Take from him the pound, and
give it to him that hath ten pounds. (And they said unto him, Lord, he
hath ten pounds.) For I say unto you, That unto every one which hath
shall be given; and from him that hath not, even that he hath shall be
taken away from him. But those mine enemies, which would not that I
should reign over them, bring hither, and slay them before me. (Luke
19:24-27)



And he said also unto his disciples, There was a certain rich man,
which had a steward; and the same was accused unto him that he had
wasted his goods. And he called him, and said unto him, How is it that
I hear this of thee? give an account of thy stewardship; for thou
mayest be no longer steward. Then the steward said within himself,
What shall I do? for my lord taketh away from me the stewardship: I
cannot dig, to beg I am ashamed. I am resolved what to do, that,
when I am put out of the stewardship, they may receive me into their
houses. So he called every one of his lord's debtors unto him, and
said unto the first, How much owest thou unto my lord? And he said,
An hundred measures of oil. And he said unto him, Take thy bill, and
sit down quickly, and write fifty. Then said he to another, And how
much owest thou? And he said, An hundred measures of wheat. And he
said unto him, Take thy bill, and write fourscore. And the lord
commended the unjust steward, because he had done wisely: for the
children of this world are in their generation wiser than the children
of light. And I say unto you, Make to yourselves friends of the
mammon of unrighteousness, that, when ye fail, they may receive you
into everlasting habitations. He that is faithful in that which is least
is faithful also in much: and he that is unjust in the least is unjust also
in much. If therefore ye have not been faithful in the unrighteous
mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches? And if ye
have not been faithful in that which is another man's, who shall give
you that which is your own? No servant can serve two masters: for
either he will hate the one, and love the other, or else he will hold to
the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.

And the Pharisees also, who were covetous, heard all these things: and
they derided him. And he said unto them, Ye are they which justify
yourselves before men, but God knoweth your hearts: for that which
is highly esteemed among men is abomination in the sight of God. The
law and the prophets were until John: since that time the kingdom of
God is preached, and every man presseth into it. And it is easier for
heaven and earth to pass, than one tittle of the law to fail.

Whosoever putteth away his wife, and marrieth another, committeth
adultery: and whosoever marrieth her that is put away from her
husband committeth adultery. There was a certain rich man, which
was clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day:
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And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at his
gate, full of sores, And desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell
from the rich man's table: moreover the dogs came and licked his
sores. And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by
the angels into Abraham’s bosom: the rich man also died, and was
buried; And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth
Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. And he cried and said,
Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip
the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue, for I am tormented
in this flame. But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy
lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things:
but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented. And beside all
this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they
which would pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to
us, that would come from thence. Then he said, I pray thee
therefore, father, that thou wouldest send him to my father's house:
For I have five brethren; that he may testify unto them, lest they
also come into this place of torment. Abraham saith unto him, They
have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them. And he said, Nay,
father Abraham: but if one went unto them from the dead, they will
repent. And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the
prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the
dead. (Luke 16.1-31)

The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the LORD of hosts.
(Haggai 2.8)

Extravagant Giving and Giving Commanded in Scripture

Now when Jesus was in Bethany, in the house of Simon the leper,
There came unto him a woman having an alabaster box of very precious
ointment, and poured it on his head, as he sat at meat. But when his
disciples saw it, they had indignation, saying, To what purpose is this
waste? For this ointment might have been sold for much, and given to
the poor. When Jesus understood it, he said unto them, Why trouble
ye the woman? for she hath wrought a good work upon me. For ye
have the poor always with you, but me ye have not always. For in that
she hath poured this ointment on my body, she did it for my burial.



Verily I say unto you, Wheresoever this gospel shall be preached in
the whole world, there shall also this, that this woman hath done, be
told for a memorial of her. (Matt. 26:6-13)

And Jesus sat over against the treasury, and beheld how the people
cast money into the treasury: and many that were rich cast in much.
And there came a certain poor widow, and she threw in two mites,
which make a farthing. And he called unto him his disciples, and saith
unto them, Verily I say unto you, That this poor widow hath cast more
in, than all they which have cast into the treasury: For all they did
cast in of their abundance, but she of her want did cast in all that she
had, even all her living. (Mark 12.41-44)

And when he was gone forth into the way, there came one running, and
kneeled to him, and asked him, Good Master, what shall I do that I
may inherit eternal life? And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou
me good? there is none good but one, that is, God. Thou knowest the
commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do
not bear false witness, Defraud not, Honour thy father and mother.
And he answered and said unto him, Master, all these have I observed
from my youth. Then Jesus beholding him loved him, and said unto
him, One thing thou lackest: go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast,
and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and
come, take up the cross, and follow me. And he was sad at that
saying, and went away grieved.: for he had great possessions. And
Jesus looked round about, and saith unto his disciples, How hardly
shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom of God! And the
disciples were astonished at his words. But Jesus answereth again, and
saith unto them, Children, how hard is it for them that trust in riches
to enter into the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go
through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the
kingdom of God. And they were astonished out of measure, saying
among themselves, Who then can be saved? And Jesus looking upon
them saith, With men it is impossible, but not with God: for with God
all things are possible. Then Peter began to say unto him, Lo, we have
left all, and have followed thee. And Jesus answered and said, Verily
I say unto you, There is no man that hath left house, or brethren, or
sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my



sake, and the gospel's, But he shall receive an hundredfold now in this
time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children,
and lands, with persecutions; and in the world to come eternal life.
(Mark 10.17-31)

What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and
have not works? can faith save him? If a brother or sister be naked,
and destitute of daily food, And one of you say unto them, Depart in
peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not
those things which are needful to the body; what doth it profit?

Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. Yea, a man
may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without
thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works. Thou believest
that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and
tremble. But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is
dead? (James 2.14-20)

Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and
shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For
with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you
again. (Luke 6.37-38)

If anyone thinks himself to be religious (piously observant of the
external duties of his faith) and does not bridle his tongue but
deludes his own heart, this person’s religious service is worthless
(futile, barren). External religious worship [religion as it is expressed
in outward acts] that is pure and unblemished in the sight of God the
Father is this: to visit and help and care for the orphans and widows in
their affliction and need, and to keep oneself unspotted and
uncontaminated from the world. (James 1.26-27, AMP)

If any man or woman that believeth have widows, let them relieve
them, and let not the church be charged, that it may relieve them
that are widows indeed. Let the elders that rule well be counted
worthy of double honour, especially they who labour in the word and
doctrine. For the scripture saith, Thou shalt not muzzle the ox that
treadeth out the corn. And, The labourer is worthy of his reward.
(1Tim. 5.16-18)



Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust
doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: But lay up
for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth
corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: For

where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. (Matt. 6.18-21)

Behold, the third time I am ready to come to you, and I will not be
burdensome to you: for I seek not yours, but you: for the children
ought not to lay up for the parents, but the parents for the children.
And I will very gladly spend and be spent for you, though the more
abundantly I love you, the less I be loved.

(2Cor. 12.13-15)

Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labour, working
with his hands the thing which is good, that he may have to give to him
that needeth.

(Eph. 4.28)

Then came the word of the LORD by Haggai the prophet, saying, Is
it time for you, O ye, to dwell in your cieled houses, and this house lie
waste? Now therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts, Consider your
ways. Ye have sown much, and bring in little; ye eat, but ye have not
enough; ye drink, but ye are not filled with drink; ye clothe you, but
there is none warm, and he that earneth wages earneth wages to put
it into a bag with holes. Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Consider your
ways. Go up to the mountain, and bring wood, and build the house, and
I will take pleasure in it, and I will be glorified, saith the LORD. Ye
looked for much, and, lo, it came to little; and when ye brought it
home, I did blow upon it. Why? saith the LORD of hosts. Because of
mine house that is waste, and ye run every man unto his own house.
Therefore the heaven over you is stayed from dew, and the earth is
stayed from her fruit. And I called for a drought upon the land, and
upon the mountains, and upon the corn, and upon the new wine, and
upon the oil, and upon that which the ground bringeth forth, and upon
men, and upon cattle, and upon all the labour of the hands. (Hag. 1.2-
11)



He saith to him again the second time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest
thou me? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee.
He saith unto him, Feed my sheep. He saith unto him the third time,
Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? Peter was grieved because he
said unto him the third time, Lovest thou me? And he said unto him,
Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus
saith unto him, Feed my sheep. (John 21.16-17)

External religious worship [religion as it is expressed in outward acts]
that is pure and unblemished in the sight of God the Father is this: to
visit and help and care for the orphans and widows in their affliction
and need, and to keep oneself unspotted and uncontaminated from the
world. (James 1.27, AMP)

But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was: and
when he saw him, he had compassion on him, And went to him, and
bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own
beast, and brought him to an inn, and took care of him. And on the
morrow when he departed, he took out two pence, and gave them to
the host, and said unto him, Take care of him; and whatsoever thou
spendest more, when I come again, I will repay thee. Which now of
these three, thinkest thou, was neighbour unto him that fell among
the thieves? And he said, He that shewed mercy on him. Then said
Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou likewise. (Luke 10.33-37)

For even in Thessalonica ye sent once and again unto my necessity.
Not because I desire a gift: but I desire fruit that may abound to
your account. (Phil. 4.16-17)

Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the gospel
should live of the gospel. (1Corinthians 9.14)

Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store,
as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I
come. (1Corinthians 16.2)

For as touching the ministering to the saints, it is superfluous for me
to write to you: For I know the forwardness of your mind, for which I
boast of you to them of Macedonia, that Achaia was ready a year ago;



and your zeal hath provoked very many. Yet have I sent the brethren,
lest our boasting of you should be in vain in this behalf,; that, as I said,
ye may be ready: Lest haply if they of Macedonia come with me, and find
you unprepared, we (that we say not, ye) should be ashamed in this same
confident boasting. Therefore I thought it necessary to exhort the
brethren, that they would go before unto you, and make up beforehand
your bounty, whereof ye had notice before, that the same might be
ready, as a matter of bounty, and not as of covetousness. But this I
say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which
soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully. Every man according as
he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of
necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all
grace abound toward you, that ye, always having all sufficiency in all
things, may abound to every good work: (As it is written, He hath
dispersed abroad, he hath given to the poor: his righteousness
remaineth for ever. Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both
minister bread for your food, and multiply your seed sown, and increase
the fruits of your righteousness;) Being enriched in every thing to all
bountifulness, which causeth through us thanksgiving to God. For the
administration of this service not only supplieth the want of the
saints, but is abundant also by many thanksgivings unto God; Whiles by
the experiment of this ministration they glorify God for your
professed subjection unto the gospel of Christ, and for your liberal
distribution unto them, and unto all men; And by their prayer for you,
which long after you for the exceeding grace of God in you. Thanks be
unto God for his unspeakable gift. (2Corinthians 9.1-15)

But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which
is the head, even Christ: 16 From whom the whole body fitly joined
together and compacted by that which_every joint supplieth, according
to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase
of the body unto the edifying of itself in love. (Ephesians 4.15)

How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how
shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall
they hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach, except they
be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that
preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!
(Romans 10.14-15)



Or I only and Barnabas, have not we power to forbear working? Who
goeth a warfare any time at his own charges? who planteth a vineyard,
and eateth not of the fruit thereof? or who feedeth a flock, and eateth
not of the milk of the flock? Say I these things as a man? or saith
not the law the same also? For it is written in the law of Moses,
[NOTE: shows that the law is operative in n.t.] Thou shalt not
muzzle the mouth of the ox that treadeth out the corn. Doth God take
care for oxen? Or saith he it altogether for our sakes? For our sakes,
no doubt, this is written: that he that ploweth should plow in hope, and
that he that thresheth in hope should be partaker of his hope. If we
have sown unto you spiritual things, is it a great thing if we shall reap
your carnal things? If others be partakers of this power over you, are
not we rather? Nevertheless we have not used this power; but suffer
all things, lest we should hinder the gospel of Christ. Do ye not know
that they which minister about holy things live of the things of the
temple? and they which wait at the altar are partakers with the
altar? Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach
the gospel should live of the gospel. (1Cor9.6-14)

Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying, This people say, The time is
not come, the time that the LORD'S house should be built. Then came
the word of the LORD by Haggai the prophet, saying, Is it time for
you, O ye, to dwell in your cieled houses, and this house lie waste?
Now therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts; Consider your ways. Ye
have sown much, and bring in little; ye eat, but ye have not enough, ye
drink, but ye are not filled with drink; ye clothe you, but there is none
warm, and he that earneth wages earneth wages to put it into a bag
with holes. Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Consider your ways. Go up
to the mountain, and bring wood, and build the house; and I will take
pleasure in it, and I will be glorified, saith the LORD. Ye looked for
much, and, lo, it came to little; and when ye brought it home, I did blow
upon it. Why? saith the LORD of hosts. Because of mine house that is
waste, and ye run every man unto his own house. Therefore the heaven
over you is stayed from dew, and the earth is stayed from her fruit.
And I called for a drought upon the land, and upon the mountains, and
upon the corn, and upon the new wine, and upon the oil, and upon that
which the ground bringeth forth, and upon men, and upon cattle, and
upon all the labour of the hands. Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel,
and Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, with all the remnant
of the people, obeyed the voice of the LORD their God, and the words
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of Haggai the prophet, as the LORD their God had sent him, and the
people did fear before the LORD. Then spake Haggai the LORD'S
messenger in the LORD'S message unto the people, saying, I am with
you, saith the LORD. And the LORD stirred up the spirit of
Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit of
Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, and the spirit of all the
remnant of the people, and they came and did work in the house of the
LORD of hosts, their God, In the four and twentieth day of the sixth
month, in the second year of Darius the king. (Haggai 1.2-15)

Stinginess, Selfishness - Error of Withholding Money to Whom It
is Yo be Given

Jesus was betrayed for money - Then one of the twelve, called Judas
Iscariot, went unto the chief priests, And said unto them, What will
ye give me, and I will deliver him unto you? And they covenanted with
him for thirty pieces of silver. And from that time he sought
opportunity to betray him. (Matt. 26.14-16)

Tell us therefore, What thinkest thou? Is it lawful to give tribute
unto Caesar, or not? But Jesus perceived their wickedness, and said,
Why tempt ye me, ye hypocrites? Shew me the tribute money. And
they brought unto him a penny. And he saith unto them, Whose is
this image and superscription? They say unto him, Caesar's. Then
saith he unto them, Render therefore unto Caesar the things which
are Caesar's; and unto God the things that are God's. (Matt. 22.17-21)

But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a
possession, And kept back part of the price, his wife also being privy
to it, and brought a certain part, and laid it at the apostles’ feet. But
Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the
Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of the land? Whiles it
remained, was it not thine own? and after it was sold, was it not in
thine own power? why hast thou conceived this thing in thine heart?
thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God. And Ananias hearing these
words fell down, and gave up the ghost: and great fear came on all
them that heard these things. And the young men arose, wound him
up, and carried him out, and buried him. And it was about the space
of three hours after, when his wife, not knowing what was done, came
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in. And Peter answered unto her, Tell me whether ye sold the land
for so much? And she said, Yea, for so much. Then Peter said unto
her, How is it that ye have agreed together to tempt the Spirit of the
Lord? behold, the feet of them which have buried thy husband are at
the door, and shall carry thee out. Then fell she down straightway at
his feet, and yielded up the ghost: and the young men came in, and
found her dead, and, carrying her forth, buried her by her husband.
And great fear came upon all the church, and upon as many as heard
these things. And by the hands of the apostles were many signs and
wonders wrought among the people, (and they were all with one accord
in Solomon’s porch. And of the rest durst no man join himself to
them: but the people magnified them. And believers were the more
added to the Lord, multitudes both of men and women.) (Acts 5.1-15)

But if any provide not for his own, and specially for those of his own
house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel. (1Tim.
5.8)

The Love of Money is the Root of All Evil

Perverse disputings of men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the
truth, supposing that gain is godliness: from such withdraw thyself.
But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing
into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. And having
food and raiment let us be therewith content. But they that will be
rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful
lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition. For the love of
money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they
have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many
sorrows. But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow after
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness. Fight the
good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also
called, and hast professed a good profession before many witnesses.
(1Tim. 6.5-12)

You Can't Serve God and Money

A.  Avoiding Distractions of Money



And commanded them that they should take nothing for their
Journey, save a staff only; no scrip, no bread, no money in their
purse: But be shod with sandals; and not put on two coats.
And he said unto them, In what place soever ye enter into an
house, there abide till ye depart from that place. And
whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear you, when ye depart
thence, shake of f the dust under your feet for a testimony
against them. Verily I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable
for Sodom and Gomorrha in the day of judgment, than for that
city. And they went out, and preached that men should repent.
And they cast out many devils, and anointed with oil many that
were sick, and healed them. (Mark 6.8-13)

And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of covetousness:
for a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the things
which he possesseth. And he spake a parable unto them,
saying, The ground of a certain rich man brought forth
plentifully: And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I
do, because I have no room where to bestow my fruits? And
he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build
greater, and there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods.
And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for
many years, take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry. But God
said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of
thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast
provided? So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is
not rich toward God. (Luke 12.15-21)

Avoiding Preoccupations of Making Money

And the Jews’ passover was at hand, and Jesus went up to
Jerusalem, And found in the temple those that sold oxen and
sheep and doves, and the changers of money sitting: And when
he had made a scourge of small cords, he drove them all out of
the temple, and the sheep, and the oxen; and poured out the
changers’ money, and overthrew the tables; And said unto



them that sold doves, Take these things hence; make not my
Father's house an house of merchandise. (John 2.13-16)

And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the
field, how they grow, they toil not, neither do they spin: And
yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was not
arrayed like one of these. Wherefore, if God so clothe the
grass of the field, which to day is, and to morrow is cast into
the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little
faith? Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat?
or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed?
(For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your
heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things.
But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness;
and all these things shall be added unto you. (Matt. 6.28-33)

Avoiding False Concepts and Misuse of Money

But Peter said unto him, Thy money perish with thee, because
thou hast thought that the gift of God may be purchased with
money. (Acts 8.20)

Avoiding Trusting in Money

Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not
highminded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God,
who giveth us richly all things to enjoy; That they do good,
that they be rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to
communicate; Laying up in store for themselves a good
foundation against the time to come, that they may lay hold on
eternal life. O Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy
trust,.. (1Tim. 6.17-20)

Thus saith the LORD, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom,
neither let the mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich
man glory in his riches: But let him that glorieth glory in this,
that he understandeth and knoweth me, that I am the LORD



VII.

VIII.

which exercise lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness, in
the earth: for in these things I delight, saith the LORD.
(Jer.9.23-24)

See Matthew 10.17-31 quoted in IIT and highlighted above

Keeping Stewardship of Money in Perspective

Let the brother of low degree rejoice in that he is exalted: But the
rich, in that he is made low: because as the flower of the grass he
shall pass away. For the sun is no sooner risen with a burning heat,
but it withereth the grass, and the flower thereof falleth, and the
grace of the fashion of it perisheth: so also shall the rich man fade
away in his ways. (James 1.9-12)

Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it
is sin. Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl! for your miseries that
shall come upon you. Your riches are corrupted, and your garments
are motheaten. Your gold and silver is cankered; and the rust of
them shall be a witness against you, and shall eat your flesh as it were
fire. Ye have heaped treasure together for the last days. Behold, the
hire of the labourers who have reaped down your fields, which is of
you kept back by fraud, crieth: and the cries of them which have
reaped are entered into the ears of the Lord of sabaoth. Ye have
lived in pleasure on the earth, and been wanton, ye have nourished
your hearts, as in a day of slaughter. (James 4.17-5:6)

TITHING SCRIPTURE REFERENCES OLD AND NEW
TESTAMENTS

Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not
come to destroy, but to fulfil. For verily I say unto you, Till heaven
and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law,
till all be fulfilled. Whosoever therefore shall break one of these
least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least
in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the
same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I say unto you,
That except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the



IX.

scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of
heaven. (Matt 5.17-20)

Honour the LORD with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all
thine increase: So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy
presses shall burst out with new wine. (Proverbs 3.9)

And thou shalt eat before the LORD thy God, in the place which he
shall choose to place his name there, the tithe of thy corn, of thy wine,
and of thine oil, and the firstlings of thy herds and of thy flocks, that
thou mayest learn to fear the LORD thy God always. (Deut 14.23)

And the Levite, (because he hath no part nor inheritance with thee,) and
the stranger, and the fatherless, and the widow, which are within thy
gates, shall come, and shall eat and be satisfied, that the LORD thy
God may bless thee in all the work of thine hand which thou

doest. (Deut. 14.29)

And Jacob vowed a vow, saying, If God will be with me, and will keep me
in this way that I go, and will give me bread to eat, and raiment to put
on, So that I come again to my father's house in peace; then shall the
LORD be my God: And this stone, which I have set for a pillar, shall be
God's house: and of all that thou shalt give me I will surely give the
tenth unto thee. (Genesis 28.20-22)

Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of
mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of
the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and
not to leave the other undone. (Matthew 23.23)

But woe unto you, Pharisees! for ye tithe mint and rue and all manner of
herbs, and pass over judgment and the love of God: these ought ye to
have done, and not to leave the other undone. (Luke 11.42)

And here men that die receive tithes, but there he receiveth them, of
whom it is witnessed that he liveth. (Hebrews 7.8)

SUMMARY

I see the "higher standard" is addressed in many many scriptures --



scriptures that speak to "whose inscription" is on the money, our
responsibility to take care of the Church of God, the widows, orphans
and poor. Those who minister the gospel are entitled to live of the
gospel, meaning WE as part of the Church are responsible for them!
The New Testament Church clearly sent out apostles, took care of
widows, and "had all things common." T embrace the tithe asa
STARTING POINT as my responsibility of being steward of the money
God has entrusted me with and will hold me accountable for how I spent
it. The Scriptures on giving are all part of the whole "tithing" issue; T
know there are also Scriptures about God giving the Levitical
priesthood a 10th -- which God indirectly states is HIS tenth but came
through people. I shudder to think of Ananias and Sapphira when they
were unwilling to contribute their portion to the Church, but I believe
that there is a strong admonition there, followed by the fact that it
was at a time when the Church multiplied and grew intensely because all
believers were committed to contributing all they had to Christ's
eternal mission.

New Testament is so much deeper with knowing that if it is "in your
hand to give" and you don't it is SIN -- that you must give when the
need confronts you (James), and that "it is more blessed to give than
receive" and "give and it shall be given o you" -- SO MUCH of what
the Lord spoke related to giving, plus with His distinction that "the
earth is the Lord's and ALL that is in it" and "it is God that gives us
power o get money" scriptures that I believe it goes WAY BEYOND
the simple tithe (which is meant for a simple obligation that the people
who use the Church's electricity, ministry, land, taxes, etc. should be
the ones supporting it and its outreach). It goes even deeper when you
consider the money it takes to operate a Church and keep it up, and
WHO is supposed to pay for it? The Scriptures Paul states on those
"laying up for him" that he doesn't have to ask when he comes indicate
that the Church people are the ones who should be taking responsibility
for paying the evangelists and operational expenses.

I think stewardship is a huge issue in our lives: what do we do with
the resources entrusted to us, whether time, money or talents? With
having money comes great temptations fo "trust in uncertain riches,”
be preoccupied with "many possessions,” etc., yet the responsibility is
great as stewards of the money that the "Lord gives us the power to
attain”. It is clear from Scripture that we will "give account” for the



way we use the money (fime and talents) He gives us during our brief
pilgrimage on earth.



