There is a Difference!

I.

God expects his people to be peculiar
Ex. 11.7 - But against any of the children of Israel shall not a dog move his
tongue, against man or beast: that ye may know how that the LORD doth put
a difference between the Egyptians and Israel.
Lev. 10.10 - And that ye may put difference between holy and unholy, and
between unclean and clean;…
Ezek. 22.26 - Her priests have violated my law, and have profaned mine holy
things: they have put no difference between the holy and profane, neither
have they shewed difference between the unclean and the clean, and have
hid their eyes from my sabbaths, and I am profaned among them.
Ezek. 44.23 - And they shall teach my people the difference between the
holy and profane, and cause them to discern between the unclean and the
clean.
Ex. 19.5 - Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my
covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all people: for
all the earth is mine:
Deut. 14.2 - For thou art an holy people unto the LORD thy God, and the
LORD hath chosen thee to be a peculiar people unto himself, above all the
nations that are upon the earth.
Deut. 26.18 - And the LORD hath avouched thee this day to be his peculiar
people, as he hath promised thee, and that thou shouldest keep all his
commandments;
Titus 2.14 - Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all
iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.
1 Pet. 2.9 - But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation,
a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath
called you out of darkness into his marvellous light:…

A.

In wisdom
1 Cor. 2.5-7 - Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are perfect:
yet not the wisdom of this world, nor of the princes of this world,
that come to nought: But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery,
even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto
our glory:…
1 Cor. 3.18-20 - Let no man deceive himself. If any man among you
seemeth to be wise in this world, let him become a fool, that he may
be wise. For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. For it
is written, He taketh the wise in their own craftiness. And again, The
Lord knoweth the thoughts of the wise, that they are vain.

B.

In whom they trust in
Ps 20.7 - Some trust in chariots, and some in horses: but we will
remember the name of the LORD our God.
Psa. 9.10 - And they that know thy name will put their trust in thee:
for thou, LORD, hast not forsaken them that seek thee.
Zech. 4.6 - Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the
word of the LORD unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by
power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts.
2 Chron 20.21-22 - And when he had consulted with the people, he
appointed singers unto the LORD, and that should praise the beauty
of holiness, as they went out before the army, and to say, Praise the
LORD; for his mercy endureth for ever. And when they began to sing
and to praise, the LORD set ambushments against the children of
Ammon, Moab, and mount Seir, which were come against Judah; and
they were smitten.
Heb. 13.6 - So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I
will not fear what man shall do unto me.

C.

In purpose
John 6.27 - Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that
meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of man shall
give unto you: for him hath God the Father sealed.

2 Tim 2.3 - Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of
Jesus Christ. 4 No man that warreth entangleth himself with the
affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be
a soldier.
Matt. 6.19 - Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where
moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and
steal: 20 But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither
moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through
nor steal:…
D.

In how they respond to adversity
Matt 5.43-48 - Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love
thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy. But I say unto you, Love your
enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you,
and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you;
That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he
maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on
the just and on the unjust. For if ye love them which love you, what
reward have ye? do not even the publicans the same? And if ye salute
your brethren only, what do ye more than others? do not even the
publicans so? Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is
in heaven is perfect.
1 Peter 2.23 - Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he
suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that
judgeth righteously:

E.

In how they live (could be same in whom they trust in)
Heb. 11.13 - These all died in faith, not having received the promises,
but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and
embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims
on the earth.
1 Pet. 2.11 - Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims,
abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul…;
Phil. 4.5 - Let your moderation be known unto all men. The Lord is at
hand.

Mark 9.35 - And he sat down, and called the twelve, and saith unto
them, If any man desire to be first, the same shall be last of all, and
servant of all.
Matt 5.37-48 - But let your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for
whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil. Ye have heard that it
hath been said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth: But I say
unto you, That ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on
thy right cheek, turn to him the other also. And if any man will sue
thee at the law, and take away thy coat, let him have thy cloak also.
And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him twain. Give
to him that asketh thee, and from him that would borrow of thee turn
not thou away. Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love
thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy. But I say unto you, Love your
enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you,
and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you;
That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he
maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on
the just and on the unjust. For if ye love them which love you, what
reward have ye? do not even the publicans the same? And if ye salute
your brethren only, what do ye more than others? do not even the
publicans so? Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is
in heaven is perfect.

II.

The world expects God’s people to be different in the same ways
A.

In wisdom
2 Chron 9.3-8 - And when the queen of Sheba had seen the wisdom of
Solomon, and the house that he had built, And the meat of his table,
and the sitting of his servants, and the attendance of his ministers,
and their apparel; his cupbearers also, and their apparel; and his
ascent by which he went up into the house of the LORD; there was no
more spirit in her. And she said to the king, It was a true report
which I heard in mine own land of thine acts, and of thy wisdom:
Howbeit I believed not their words, until I came, and mine eyes had
seen it: and, behold, the one half of the greatness of thy wisdom was
not told me: for thou exceedest the fame that I heard. Happy are
thy men, and happy are these thy servants, which stand continually
before thee, and hear thy wisdom. Blessed be the LORD thy God,
which delighted in thee to set thee on his throne, to be king for the
LORD thy God: because thy God loved Israel, to establish them for

ever, therefore made he thee king over them, to do judgment and
justice.
B.

In whom they trust in
Dan. 6.16 - Then the king commanded, and they brought Daniel, and
cast him into the den of lions. Now the king spake and said unto Daniel,
Thy God whom thou servest continually, he will deliver thee.

C.

In purpose
Neh. 2:1-8 - And it came to pass in the month Nisan, in the twentieth
year of Artaxerxes the king, that wine was before him: and I took up
the wine, and gave it unto the king. Now I had not been beforetime
sad in his presence. Wherefore the king said unto me, Why is thy
countenance sad, seeing thou art not sick? this is nothing else but
sorrow of heart. Then I was very sore afraid, And said unto the king,
Let the king live for ever: why should not my countenance be sad,
when the city, the place of my fathers’ sepulchres, lieth waste, and
the gates thereof are consumed with fire? Then the king said unto
me, For what dost thou make request? So I prayed to the God of
heaven. And I said unto the king, If it please the king, and if thy
servant have found favour in thy sight, that thou wouldest send me
unto Judah, unto the city of my fathers’ sepulchres, that I may build
it. And the king said unto me, (the queen also sitting by him,) For how
long shall thy journey be? and when wilt thou return? So it pleased the
king to send me; and I set him a time. Moreover I said unto the king,
If it please the king, let letters be given me to the governors beyond
the river, that they may convey me over till I come into Judah; And a
letter unto Asaph the keeper of the king’s forest, that he may give me
timber to make beams for the gates of the palace which appertained
to the house, and for the wall of the city, and for the house that I
shall enter into. And the king granted me, according to the good hand
of my God upon me.

D.

In how they respond to adversity
Acts 7.54-58 - When they heard these things, they were cut to the
heart, and they gnashed on him with their teeth. But he, being full of
the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of
God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God, And said, Behold, I
see the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on the right
hand of God. Then they cried out with a loud voice, and stopped their

ears, and ran upon him with one accord, And cast him out of the city,
and stoned him: and the witnesses laid down their clothes at a young
man’s feet, whose name was Saul.
E.

In how they live (could be same in whom they trust in)
1 Sam 3.19-21 - And Samuel grew, and the LORD was with him, and
did let none of his words fall to the ground. And all Israel from Dan
even to Beersheba knew that Samuel was established to be a prophet
of the LORD. And the LORD appeared again in Shiloh: for the LORD
revealed himself to Samuel in Shiloh by the word of the LORD.
Luke 1. 28-31 - And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou
that art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou
among women. And when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying,
and cast in her mind what manner of salutation this should be. And
the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour
with God. And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring
forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS.

III.

When there IS a difference
A.

Daniel
1.

Purposed to stand out rather than disobey God
Dan. 1.8 - But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not
defile himself with the portion of the king’s meat, nor with the
wine which he drank: therefore he requested of the prince of
the eunuchs that he might not defile himself.

2.

God gave him favor, knowledge, skill, understanding

Dan. 1.9 - Now God had brought Daniel into favour and
tender love with the prince of the eunuchs.
Dan. 1.17 - As for these four children, God gave them
knowledge and skill in all learning and wisdom: and Daniel
had understanding in all visions and dreams.
3.

Nebuchadnezzar sees the power of God
Dan. 3.28-9 - Then Nebuchadnezzar spake, and said, Blessed be
the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who hath sent

his angel, and delivered his servants that trusted in him, and
have changed the king’s word, and yielded their bodies, that
they might not serve nor worship any god, except their own
God. Therefore I make a decree, That every people, nation, and
language, which speak any thing amiss against the God of
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, shall be cut in pieces, and
their houses shall be made a dunghill: because there is no other
God that can deliver after this sort.
B.

Joseph
1.

Didn’t return “evil for evil” but blessed instead: 1 Pet. 3.9 - Not
rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing: but contrariwise
blessing; knowing that ye are thereunto called, that ye should
inherit a blessing. after brothers SOLD him to Egypt; RESULT:
God blessed him
Gen. 39.2-6 - And the LORD was with Joseph, and he was a
prosperous man; and he was in the house of his master the
Egyptian. And his master saw that the LORD was with him, and
that the LORD made all that he did to prosper in his hand. And
Joseph found grace in his sight, and he served him: and he made
him overseer over his house, and all that he had he put into his
hand. And it came to pass from the time that he had made him
overseer in his house, and over all that he had, that the LORD
blessed the Egyptian’s house for Joseph’s sake; and the blessing
of the LORD was upon all that he had in the house, and in the
field. And he left all that he had in Joseph’s hand; and he knew
not ought he had, save the bread which he did eat. And Joseph
was a goodly person, and well favoured.

2.

RAN from evil!!! (see Gen. 39.11-13)

3.

Didn’t return “evil for evil” but blessed instead:
1 Pet. 3.9 - Not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing: but
contrariwise blessing; knowing that ye are thereunto called,
that ye should inherit a blessing. After wrongfully accused;
RESULT: God blessed him
Gen. 41.38-41 - And Pharaoh said unto his servants, Can we find
such a one as this is, a man in whom the Spirit of God is? And
Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Forasmuch as God hath shewed thee
all this, there is none so discreet and wise as thou art: Thou

shalt be over my house, and according unto thy word shall all my
people be ruled: only in the throne will I be greater than thou.
And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, See, I have set thee over all the
land of Egypt.
IV.

God makes it perfectly clear!!!
Light/Darkness
Good/Evil
Truth/Lies
Peace/Confusion
Life/Death
Wisdom/Folly
Blessed/Cursed
Love/Hate
Fruit of the Spirit/Works of the flesh

